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Pro Bono Work Helps Students 
As Much As it Helps Clients 
By Jonathan S. Greene 
A good pro bono program benefits not 
only those who need legal assistance, but 
also the law students who participate in 
it. Students who object to it now are only 
going to have more to complain about 
when they join the ranks of practicing 
lawyers. 
Why is pro bono of any importance? 
One day in the future, you'll be a success-
ful practitioner. A new client will explain 
her story to you, and you'll realize that 
she's experienced an injustice that the legal 
system might rectify. But in looking at her 
ability to pay your fees, you'll also realize 
that she can't compensate you for the legal 
work while still feeding her children and 
paying the rent. At that moment, you'll 
understand that the tremendous assistance 
you can provide won't cost that much of 
your time and effort, and you can help 
without getting paid. That's pro bono. 
Pro bono clients have many different 
needs. Some are victims of domestic vio-
lence who need a protective order. Others 
are facing deportation and need defense 
in immigration court. Some have been 
wrongly evicted or experienced erroneous 
car repossession. Others have been cheat-
ed by dishonest salespeople or have been 
treated illegally by employers. If you can 
think of a personal legal issue, someone 
probably needs pro bono help in that 
area. Lawyers provide pro bono assistance 
either to individuals directly or to organ-
izations that serve people with limited 
financial means. 
Most law schools have adopted some 
type of pro bono program. Some pro-
grams match law students with an 
organization, such as a legal aid group, 
or with private lawyers to work on pro 
bono cases only. Other schools participate 
in recognized pro bono programs such 
as the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
(VITA) program, Street Law, or inno-
cence projects. 
Strictly speaking, true pro bono work 
isn't supposed to be compensated with 
payment or school credit. The idea of pro 
bono is to provide legal services to those 
of limited financial means without ex-
pectation of payment. Some schools with 
pro bono requirements do give academic 
credit to law students. The point of pro 
bono work, however, isn't to get class 
credit-it's to help those with legal issues 
who can't afford to pay. 
Why should law schools require stu-
dents to do pro bono work? Isn't that just 
one extra requirement piled on top of 
everything else law students must do in 
order to graduate? 
The point of a pro bono program in law 
school is to teach the value of such work 
to law students. A professor can lecture 
about the importance of giving something 
back to the community, but you'll under-
stand it personally if you actually do it, as 
opposed to having some abstract idea of 
its importance. The real emphasis is that 
you have to do pro bono as a lawyer, so 
you should learn about it now. 
Pure indoctrination, critics would 
argue. Don't I have the right to become a 
(Continued on Page 8) 
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS Participating in pro bono activities can help you as much 
as it helps the people who receive your services. Through pro bono, you'll be working with 
lawyers who can become part of your mentor network, ottering references for future job 
applications or steering you toward job opportunities. 
Small Firms Seek Qualities Beyond Grades 
by Donna Gerson 
"If bank robbers rob banks because "that's 
where the money is," then pay attention 
to small law firms because "that's where 
the jobs are." According to the latest 
American Bar Foundation study, firms 
with 50 or fewer lawyers employ 83 per-
cent of all private practitioners. But find-
ing a position among small firms is differ-
ent from doing so among larger firms. 
For one thing, small firms typically 
don't participate in on-campus interviews. 
Because of their size, small fums tend to 
hire only when the need arises, not years 
in advance the way larger firms operate. 
Small firms lack the time, personnel, and 
resources to expend on on-campus 
recruiting, particularly when they might 
hire only one new associate every year. 
Therefore, the burden lies with you to 
contact these employers through individual 
research and targeted mailings. But before 
you start drafting cover letters and printing 
resumes, examine your credentials to 
emphasize the qualities that matter most to 
small fums. Large firms tend to focus on 
grades and school ranking, at least in the 
preliminary stages. In contrast, small firms 
tend to place greater emphasis on experi-
ence, motivation, enthusiasm, and business 
savvy - and less emphasis on grades-in 
making a hiring decision. Emphasizing 
these qualities will help distinguish you 
from your classmates and give small firm 
employers confidence in your abilities. 
In speaking with employers across the 
country, here's what I've heard from small 
firms about the qualities that count in the 
hiring process: 
"Stop apologizing for your grades 
and tell me about your experience." 
Most small firm employers know that 
grades don't tell the entire story. So stop 
apologizing for not being at the top of 
your class and start focusing on your sub-
stantive experiences. Small firms want to 
know that you've researched legal issues, 
drafted motions and pleadings, attended 
depositions, and know how to record your 
time. Small firms often don't have time to 
train extensively; they prefer to hire new 
lawyers who can hit the ground running. 
Demonstrating that you've acquired real-
life practice skills through part-time or 
summer employment, clinics, internships, 
moot court, and practicum programs will 
impress small firm employers and help 
offset mediocre grades. 
When drafting your resume, emphasize 
the extent of your experience and offer 
specific examples of the work you've han-
dled. Rather than writing a vague entry 
such as: "Researched legal issues," write a 
more in-depth description such as: 
"Researched New York law pertaining to 
alimony and custody considerations for 
dependent spouses." 
Tailor your resume to relate to specific 
practice areas you are targeting. Thus, if 
you are applying to a small firm spe-
cializing in securities law, highlight cor-
porate and transactional courses you have 
taken, along with prior corporate work 
experience that may be applicable (even if 
non-legal in nature). Similarly, when 
drafting cover letters, emphasize your rel-
evant experience (without reciting your 
entire resume) and direct attention to 
specific skills you've acquired through 
work For instance, "Through my work 
with the Legal Aid Clinic, I interviewed 
clients, drafted pleadings, and argued in 
motions court before a judge." 
Substantive legal experience helps con-
vince small firm employers that you have 
the skills to be a useful, productive mem-
ber of the legal team from the start. Focus 
on experience and disclose grades only 
when questioned directly. Then redirect 
the employer's attention to your real-life 
skills and how those skills will benefit 
the firm. 
"Tell me why you're excited to work 
at my firm." A perceptive interviewer 
will want to explore your underlying 
motivation for working at the firm to 
determine if there is a good "fit" between 
you and the firm. Nothing ruins an inter-
view faster than the sense that you are 
desperate, disinterested, uninformed, 
bored, or otherwise unenthusiastic about 
the prospect of working at the firm. 
Preparation and rehearsal are key fac-
tors in the interview process. Before set-
ting foot in the office, thoroughly 
research the firm to determine its practice 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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Small Firms Seek Qualities Beyond Grades 
(Continued from Page 1) 
areas, representative clients, recent cases, 
and biographical information about the 
interviewers (if their identities are 
revealed prior to the interview) and the 
partners. Conducting basic research will 
translate into better questions and the 
chance to demonstrate your interest level. 
("You must have been pleased with the 
recent decision of the Superior Court in 
the Evans case. That was a big win for the 
firm.") 
Also be prepared during the interview 
process to speak about how you made 
your decision to seek work at this partic-
ular small firm, address why the specific 
areas of practice appeal to you, and con-
vey your genuine excitement at prospect 
of being hired. Some students feel shy 
about expressing their interest during the 
interview for fear that they will appear 
desperate. If your enthusiasm is real, 
express it during the interview in person. 
Say, for example, "I would be excited to 
work at your firm and research copyright 
issues. It's exactly what I've been working 
toward for the past two years." 
''Why are you interested in working 
in this town?" If you're seeking a job in a 
major metropolitan area (New York, 
Washington, D.C, Chicago, Boston, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, etc.), then you 
don't need to justify your choice of loca-
tion to a small firm employer. These cities 
offer cultural, social, and professional 
opportunities that require no additional 
rationalization. Similarly, no one needs to 
explain why they want to live in San 
Diego or Honolulu (the weather is great, 
the beach is nearby). If you are targeting 
smaller markets, however, be prepared to 
articulate your reasons for wanting to live 
and work there. 
Employers in small markets want to 
understand your connection to the area, 
in part because they want to know that 
you'll want to remain there. Retention 
(how long you'll stay at the firm) is a hir-
ing factor, particularly for small firms. 
With the annual attrition rate for entry-
level associates hovering at nearly 14 per-
cent, law firms experience high turnover. 
While large law firms can absorb the in-
evitable departures of associates, small 
firms lack the time and staff to run a year-
round recruiting operation. Therefore, be 
sure to articulate your interest in the area, 
note any ties you may have (friends, fam-
ily, prior work experience), and assuage 
any lingering fears that your choice of 
location is random. 
You can articulate your desire to live 
and work in a specific geographic area 
through your cover letter and resume, 
and during the interview. For example, in 
your cover letter, you can allude to your 
connection to an area: ''As a native of St. 
Louis, I am very interested in returning 
home to live and practice law after grad-
uation." If your current resume does not 
hint at a hometown connection, then 
drop clues by including a home address 
listing along with your out-of-town 
school listing. Also consider adding a 
local school connection, even if it's a line 
about your high school. 
"Do you understand the importance 
of business development?" Make a pos-
itive impression during the interview 
process by asking small firm employers 
about business development opportuni-
ties. While law is a learned profession, it's 
also a business. Communicating the fact 
that you understand the importance of 
business development will distinguish 
you from the competition. Ask how asso-
ciates are trained to cultivate new busi-
ness and what the firm expects in terms of 
business development from a new associ-
ate. Emphasize again any legitimate local 
connections you have, including those 
that also serve as networking opportuni-
ties, such as involvement with civic and 
charitable organizations. By asking these 
types of questions and highlighting these 
types of contacts, you'll make a lasting 
impression and demonstrate your savvy 
about small firm practice. 
Small firms value candidates who dis-
play excitement about practicing law, 
show the substantive skills to be effective 
practitioners, and demonstrate a commit-
ment to building a presence in the com-
munity. Anyone will tell you that law 
school grades can seem random. 
Emphasize your experience, enthusiasm, 
and business savvy, and small firms will 
take notice. 
"Small Firms Seek Qualities Beyond 
Grades" by Donna Gerson, Student 
Lawyer, Volume 33, No. 6, February 2005. 
© 2005 by the American Bar Association. 
Reproduced with permission. 
Thank you Sally Harding for your support of De Novo over the 
past two years. Publishing the paper would not have been possible 
without your assistance! 
All the best always, 
Asha Smith 
Former Editor-in-Chief, De Novo 
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Students Across North America Call for Universities to 
Stop Abetting Access-to-Medicines Crisis in Poor Countries 
International Leaders Voice Support for Student Activists 
PHILADELPHIA, PA-A student group 
seeking to make life-saving medicines 
more accessible in developing countries 
has caught the attention of an array 
of international leaders. A South 
African Supreme Court Justice, four 
Nobel laureates, and humanitarians 
including the UN Special Envoy for 
HIV/AIDS in Africa and the co-founders 
of Partners in Health have voiced 
their support for the recently-released 
Philadelphia Consensus Statement of 
Universities Allied for Essential 
Medicines (UAEM). 
The Consensus Statement consists 
of three major policy proposals to 
reform the way universities develop 
and license biomedical research discover-
ies. According to the Statement, uni-
versities should: (1) promote equal 
access to the fruits of university research, 
such as drugs and vaccines; (2) engage 
in and promote research and develop-
ment for neglected diseases; and 
(3) measure research success according 
to impact on human welfare. The text 
of the Philadelphia Consensus State-
ment and a full list of signatories are 
available at http:/ !consensus.essential 
medicine.org. 
"The Philadelphia Consensus State-
ment represents a watershed moment 
for universities to collectively do the 
right thing when it comes to making 
their innovations available to those 
who need it most," said Justice Edwin 
Cameron, who serves on the 
South African Supreme Court of 
Appeal. Justice Cameron was the 
first senior South African official to state 
publicly that he was living with 
HIV/AIDS. 
"For too long, life-saving medical tools 
that are the fruits of university-led discov-
ery have been denied to poor people in 
poor countries. If our universities really 
are to be institutions for the public good, 
this must change," said Dr. Paul Farmer, 
co-founder of the humanitarian organiza-
tion Partners in Health and Presley 
Professor of Medical Anthropology at 
Harvard University. 
The issue of university research and 
the access crisis has also attracted the 
attention of policymakers at the 
(Continued on Page 7) 
STUDENT OP-ED: I WANT IT NOW 
I have enough shoes to last me through the next ten years, but I still want more. Why? 
By Cynthia Ganiere 
I want more. I want new clothes, I want new shoes, and I want an apartment in a 
brand new building with new furniture, and a new TV and new speakers to go with 
my new iPod. Why? I don't need any of it. I already have more clothes than I know 
how to wear. I have enough shoes to last me through the next ten years, if not more 
than that, but I still want more. I want it new and shiny in a bright new box with all 
sorts of packing materials that are completely not re-usable and will simply get thrown 
away because it makes it more fun to open it. I'm an American. In fact I'm a United 
States citizen, but we just claim the whole continent because the rest of it doesn't real-
ly matter anyway, right? All of this was predicted long before its symptoms could be 
seen. In Aldous Huxley's Brave New World, "the more stitches, the less riches" and 
"ending is better than mending" were statements that defined the way society func-
tioned. In fact, the high rates of consumption fueled the stability of society. More con-
sumption equates to higher demand for goods, an'd therefore more jobs, and so forth. 
Indeed,_ the [>hilosoQ}ly of the United State~ and the majority of the industrialized 
world, is the same, and the demand grows practically daily. The system works so well 
that the conditioning is completely camouflaged and no one can really pin point why 
those acid wash jeans are so repulsive now. Thanks to Capitalism, the world is a beau-
tiful place where we never even have to see our Epsilons, the battles are fought very far 
away, and the supply of new shiny things keeps coming. George Orwell in his novel 
1984 paints a remarkably familiar picture of a state that participates in constant war in 
far off places. Our government doesn't even have to cover up the facts because we for-
get them in fifteen minutes when Desperate Housewives comes on TV. Capitalism and 
its effects turned the world into a less peaceful, more pollutive, unstable, self-destruc-
tive version of Huxley's nightmare. 
The industrial revolution marks a huge turning point in history. Its undeniable effects 
reflect so much in the world that Huxley imagined it is almost frightening. The revolu-
tion itself started long before Huxley wrote Brave New World. For example, the first 
steam engine came along in 1712, the cotton gin was invented in 1792, the first really 
effective sewing machine was built in 1851 and Edison's light bulb lit up the world in 
the 1880s. The trickle in of these inventions and numerous others mechanized and 
assisted the production processes. The development of factories for these machines 
gradually took over the marketplace. However, this was only in its infantile stages in 
1932 when Huxley published Brave New World. He was insightful enough to see where 
this was going to the point that he could give Nostradamus quite a run for his money. 
The parallels between the consumptive values of the characters of Huxley's world and 
those of modernized nations are practically identical. 
Just because we don't care, doesn't mean there is no impact. The effects reach into 
every corner of society without end and without remorse. American consumption 
greatly influences the global economy, world peace, our aesthetics, and our sensibilities. 
The next installment in this series will explore the conflict between American 
consumption and its relationship with other larger issues. 
Patents and Essential Medicine: UAEM Perspective 
By Emily J Larrimer 
The NYLS chapter ofUAEM has under-
taken the task of researching when 
patents have hindered access to health-
related products in poor countries, and 
whether peer review of these biomedical 
patents can increase access to medicines 
by narrowing the patent claims. 
The discovery and application of med-
ical treatments is a long and challenging 
process. It is important for researchers to 
have access to the most current informa-
tion and materials, including previous 
scientific discoveries that serve as a foun-
dation for the pioneering of new treat-
ments. The ability to patent medicines 
provides an incentive for researchers to 
continue through the discovery and 
application process because the patent 
provides a 20-year monopoly during 
which the inventor can exclude others 
from manufacturing and selling the med-
icine. Relaxed standards in patenting 
practices over the last few years have 
resulted in a plethora of non-meritorious 
patents being issued. Peer review may be 
able to solve this problem by ensuring 
that only narrowly drafted patent claims 
are granted. Narrow patent claims limit 
the exclusive rights of the patent holder 
and are therefore viewed as a means to 
allow more information and materials 
to remain in the public domain for 
researchers to access. 
If the impetus for providing health care 
is to get treatments to those they were 
designed to benefit, then sometimes the 
patent system can be a hindrance to 
human health. This is because the result-
ing exclusive licenses between patent 
owners and drug manufacturers and sell-
ers tend to restrict the distribution of 
medicines. A manufacturer with an exclu-
sive license to produce a particular medi-
cine is able to set a selling price at a high-
er level in the market that it otherwise 
could if there were competitors. 
Alternative access-minded licensing 
strategies, of the kind UAEM advocates, 
provide an opportunity for intellectual 
property rights in essential medicines to 
become flexible when their need requires 
and yet remain strongly enforceable. 
The UAEM mission to increase acces-
sibility to essential medical treatments is 
being independently implemented by 
other sources as well. One example is the 
case of Novartis' anti-cancer drug 
Gleevac, a drug patented in the United 
States that has been denied patent pro-
tection in India. The Indian government 
took on a unique role in this instance to 
deny both the patent claim and the 
exclusive marketing rights to Gleevac in 
order to promote local production of a 
generic version that more Indian people 
can afford. While the US government is 
unlikely to adopt such a role, companies 
and universities based in the US could 
become global health leaders by volun-
tarily relinquishing intellectual property 
rights when international health 
depends upon gaining 
their innovations. 
One ques-
tion for us 





tion on patent 
rights in order 
to provide ac-






transfer office? Patient 
organizations? Hope-
fully with more study 
and advocacy we can find an efficient 
and safe way to provide essential medi-
cines to every part of the globe. UAEM-
NYLS hopes to be instrumental in the 
education of how patents can affect 
access to medicines and the imple-
mentation of peer review of 
biomedical patents. 
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ON LEGAL WRITING 
Put the Action in Your Verbs, and Your Verbs in Active Voice 
By Bryan A. Garner 
One thing you're certain to do in any law-
related job is writing. So take every word 
you write seriously. You'll be judged by 
your words. At the sentence level, two 
perils can spoil your writing. The first is 
using a noun to convey action. Linguists 
call this a "nominalization"; I call it a 
"buried verb" because it's a word in which 
an action verb has been buried. You can 
make a contribution (worse) or you can 
contribute (better). You can have a discus-
sion of issues (worse) or you can discuss the 
issues (better) . You can make provision far 
indemnification of someone (worse) or you 
can indemnifj someone (better). Look 
especially for words ending in -ion. Ex-
amples are endless. 
The second peril is using passive voice. 
You've heard this before, of course. Don't 
use passive voice. That advice may res-
onate in your mind. But how well can you 
identify passive voice? Count the ex-
amples in the following: 
In Reich v. Chez Robert, Inc., the 
court found that § 203(m) required 
three conditiom to be met before an 
employer can lawfully reduce the 
amount paid to an employee by a tip 
credit: (I) the employer must inform 
DATA POINTS 
each employee that a minimum wage is 
required by law; (2) the employer must 
inform each employee of the dollar 
amount of the minimum wage; and (3) 
the employee must actually keep the tips 
received. It is clear under the law that 
vague assertiom of the restaurants com-
pliance with the notice provision of§ 
203(m) do not comtitute compliance. 
Imtead, testimony regarding specific 
conversatiom where the provisiom of 
the Act were explained to an employee 
must be provided. 
Before elaborating about passive voice 
and identifying the examples in that pas-
sage, let's consider buried verbs. They're 
actually more harmful to your style than 
passive voice. How? Three ways. 
First, they're longer than the verbs they 
displace-by at least one syllable (e.g., 
know becomes knowledge), and often by 
two (e.g., interpret becomes interpreta-
tion). Longer words weigh down prose. 
Plus, when you change the long noun to a 
shorter verb, you often eliminate a prepo-
sitional phrase in the process: authoriza-
tion by the board becomes the board au-
thorized. Uncover those buried verbs and 
your writing will be snappier. 
Second, they reflect muddy thinking. 
Writers hide behind buried verbs because 
the long nouns seem more technical and 
less subjective. To charge a party with 
being in violation of an agreement seems 
less personal than saying the party violat-
ed the agreement. The former is less con-
crete, less focused on the issue at hand. 
Uncover those buried verbs and your 
writing will be clearer. 
Third, buried verbs are stagnant and 
dull. They don't do anything. To liven up 
the sentence, give it more action. When 
you read that police are conducting an ex-
amination of physical evidence, you don't 
visualize what's going on. But when you 
read that police are examining that evi-
dence, you get a mental picture of the 
action. Uncover those buried verbs and 
your writing will have more impact. 
Consider this sentence from a brief: 
There was a disagreement between the 
parties about whether there had been a final 
resolution by judge Bertelsman of Fannin 
Corporation's request far reimbursement. 
Cut that 24-word sentence to 16--and 
make it sharper, clearer, and stronger- just 
by uncovering the buried verbs: The parties 
disagreed about whether Judge Bertelsman 
had finally resolved Fannin Corporation's 
request to be reimbursed. Some people 
How Database Intellectual Property Rights 
Might Somed~y Threaten Science 
By Chris Wong 
Unfettered access to information plays a 
large part in the innovation and progres-
sion of scientific discovery. Knowledge is 
built upon a base of pre-existing data and 
information. During the process of scien-
tific discovery, scientists compile vast 
amounts of information into databases 
for their own use and, one might hope, 
for future use by other researchers. 
Currently, a database in the United 
States can only be protected if it qualifies 
for a copyright as a compilation. 
According to U.S. Law, a compilation is "a 
collection and assembling of preexisting 
materials or of data which results in an 
original work of authorship." Therefore, 
the information within the database is not 
covered, but the expression of that infor-
mation is covered under the law. In addi-
tion, the inclusion of data must be 
towards achieving some creative expres-
sion on the part of the database author. 
A recent court case provides an example 
of this law in practice. In Feist 
Publications, Inc. v. Rural Telephone 
Service Co., the court held that merely 
compiling a collection of facts, without 
employing some original or creative selec-
tion process, would not yield a copy-
rightable database- regardless of the 
effort involved in compiling the informa-
tion. This ruling more or less eliminated 
the time and effort standards embodied 
in the "sweat of brow" doctrine. 
However, once a database is deemed to 
be copyrightable, use of the database as a 
whole or in substantial part is an action-
able offense. While individual pieces of 
data from the database may be used with-
out infringing upon the copyright, it is 
rare that a researcher only needs to extract 
one data point from a database. 
Copyright restrictions therefore deprive 
scientiflc investigators of the use of entire 
data sets that are essential to research and 
innovation. Without access to databases, 
scientists would be forced to reproduce 
previous factual compilations or discover-
ies. In many cases, this would be impossi-
ble to do given the specific circumstances 
needed for most experiments. Thankfully, 
the requirement of some measure of cre-
ativity has kept many databases accessible 
and outside the realm of protection. 
But a new trend has emerged in which 
databases are being afforded greater intel-
lectual property rights (IPR) by means of 
sui generis intellectual property regimes. 
These are special intellectual property laws 
that differ from the classical model of copy-
right. They attempt to reconcile the cre-
ativity requirement in civil law systems, 
with the industrious labor requirement in 
common law systems. In doing this howev-
er, the concern is that the bounds of protec-
tion will be stretched beyond traditional 
copyright limits. For example, in 1997 the 
EU adopted the Directive on the Legal 
Protection of Databases (the EU Database 
Directive) which allows for a 15-year peri-
od of protection that may be renewed each 
and every time the database is changed or 
updated, creating seemingly perpetual pro-
tection for the database. Here in the U.S., 
a number of similar resolutions have been 
introduced in the House of Representatives 
over the last decade, the most recent being 
HR 3872 and HR 3261. To date none of 
these proposals has been able to muster the 
support needed to move through the 
House and Senate and into law, but they 
point towards the possibility that someday 
soon the protection of databases will 
become all too commonplace. 
While the proposed legislation in the 
U.S. does have some exceptions written 
into them for scientific and educational 
uses, the fear is that these limited excep-
tions may be circumvented by creative 
contracting practices. In his report, 
Potential Impacts on Research from 
Proposed U.S. Database IPR Legislation, 
Paul Uhlir of the National Research 
Council argued that the "freedom of con-
tract, especially by mini monopoly data 
providers, without a concomitant duty to 
deal fairly and equitably with public-
interest users, can lead to high prices for 
data and harsh and oppressive terms of 
both access and subsequent uses of data. 
This will especially disadvantage academ-
ic researchers who contribute so much to 
technological innovation and growth." 
This sentiment has been echoed by Nobel 
laureate John Sulston. In the early days of 
the Human Genome Project, Sulston and 
company clashed with ABI over owner-
ship of raw data coming off sequencing 
machines. "I could not accept that we 
should be dependent on a commercial 
company for the handling and assembly 
of the data we were producing. The com-
pany even had ambitions to take control 
of the analysis of the sequence, which was 
ridiculous," recounts Sulston in The 
Common Thread. "The best way to drive 
the science was to get the? sequencing 
machines going, cheaper and faster, and 
get the data out so that all the theorists in 
the world could work on the interpreta-
tion." Sulston and his team may have got-
ten away with cracking the output files 
from ABl's machines in early 1990's UK, 
but given the changes in the database IPR 
landscape since the EU's adoption of the 
Database Directive, that scenario would 
have likely played out much differently if 
they tried doing the same today. It would 
have no doubt been an immense setback 
to the Human Genome Project. 
(Continued on Page 8) 
would diagnose the problem with the orig-
inal as being passive voice-but there was-
n't any passive voice in the original. 
Look at something else in that sentence: 
to uncover the buried verb reimbursement, 
it was necessary to introduce a passive-
voice construction, request to be reim-
bursed. Didn't I just warn against the pit-
falls of the passive? Yes. But I also men-
tioned that buried verbs are a bigger detri-
ment to style than passive voice. When 
you edit your prose for buried verbs, you 
often come across situations where you 
must settle for one or the other, a buried 
verb or passive voice. In those situations, 
passive voice is almost always the lesser 
evil: You're using a verb instead of a noun 
to express action. 
So what exactly is passive voice? It's the 
difference between acting and being acted 
on. In the active voice the subject acts, 
while in passive voice the subject is acted 
on. From a mechanical point of view, pas-
sive voice has two parts: a be-verb (e.g., is, 
are, was, were) and a past participle (e.g., 
broken, sued, considered, delivered). 
Contrary to popular belief, a be-verb 
alone isn't passive voice at all: there must 
be a past participle as well. 
Watch for two things when trying to 
spot passive voice. First, some construc-
tions that appear passive really just in-
volve a past-participial adjective: He was 
embarrassed. Now if you make that He 
was embarrassed by Jane, then it's passive 
(because embarrassed then functions as a 
verb); but with embarrassed alone at the 
end, it's just a participial adjective. That's 
a subtle point to some, but experts will 
recognize it. 
Second, the be-verb may not actually 
appear in the sentence. It may be what 
grammarians call an "understood" word, 
as in the amount charged will vary (the full 
sense of charged is to be charged) or the fee 
set by the trustees (the complete relative 
clause is that was set). These constructions 
with implied be-verbs are indeed passive. 
What's wrong with passive voice? 
Stylists agree that it's generally weaker 
than active voice. It requires a couple of 
extra words, and the subject of the sen-
tence isn't performing the action of the 
verb--you're backing into the sentence 
with the recipient of the action. And the 
actor is either identified in a preposition-
al phrase or is missing altogether. Politi-
cians are said to love passive voice because 
they don't have to fess up to anything: 
They can just say, "Mistakes were made." 
I used it in the previous sentence so I did-
n't have to personally smear politicians: I 
didn't say it, but it is said by some unspec-
ified accusers. 
There's no absolute prohibition against 
passive voice, only a strong presumption 
against it. Passive voice does have its 
place. The recipient of the action may be 
more important than the actor (e.g., the 
defendant was sentenced, to ... ) or the actor 
may be unknown (e.g., the building was 
vandalized). And there are times when 
passive voice simply sounds better. It may 
be handy, for example, to move a punch 
word to the end of a sentence for impact 
(e.g., our client's bail has been revoked). 
Now back to that challenge passage 
quoted earlier. How many passive-voice 
verbs are there? There are six: (1) to be 
met, (2) paid, (3) is required, (4) received, 
(5) were explained, and (6) be provided. 
(Continued on Page 8) 
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THIS ISSUE'S SUDOKU: THREE LEVELS TO CHOOSE FROM 
Sudoku I: Easy Puzzle Sudoku II: Medium Puzzle Sudoku Ill: Evil Puzzle 
7 5 4 7 6 2 5 1 4 9 7 
2 5 4 1 5 8 7 2 6 3 4 
4 3 8 7 5 3 1 3 2 
8 3 1 6 9 2 5 6 4 
1 7 2 3 1 5 4 2 5 8 
5 3 1' 4 4 9 6 2 7 
7 8 4 2 1 2 9 3 8 
8 6 1 4 3 8 9 4 8 2 3 
2 7 6 4 1 2 5 3 3 1 7 
Puzzle by websudoku.com Puzzle by websudoku.com Puzzle by websudoku.com 
RULES This is a column, 9-cells tall. 
Here are the rules of the puzzle-There is really only one rule: Fill in the grid so that 
every row, every column, and every 3 x 3 box contains the digits 1 through 9. This 








A filled-in-column must have one of each digit. That means that each digit 
appears only once in the column. There are 9 columns in the grid and the 
same applies to them. 
This is a row 9 cells wide. 
I 
9 
I s I 3 I 1 I 7 I 4 I 2 I s I a I 
A filled-in row must have one of each digit. That means that each digit appears only 
once in a row. There are 9 rows in the grid, and the same applies to each of them. 
See Sudoku Solutions 
on Page 1 
3 
6 
This is a box containing 9 cells in a 3x3 layout. 
A filled-in-box must have one of each digit. That 
means that each digit appears only once in the 
box. There are 9 boxes in the grid and the same 
applies to them. You cannot change the digits 
already provided in the grid. You have to work 
around them. Each puzzle has just one correct 
solution. 
You can contribute to DeNovo! 
If you are interested in becoming involved with publishing the newspaper, 
please contact Sally Harding, shardmg@nyls.edu. 
Crossword Puzzle Fun 
ACROSS 55. Exchange for money 26. Pasture used for grazing 
1. Iron hook with a handle 58. Church seat 27. Decoration 
5. Slave 60. Capital of Tasmania 28. Rust. e.g. 
9. Mackeral shark 64. Highly excited 29. Pardon 
13. Earthen pot 65. Flaming 30. Impressionist Edgar 
14. Pertaining to the ear 61. Melody 32. Lover of Juliet 
15. Hip bones 68. Wife of a rajah 33. Capital of Tibet 
16. Tidy, without fault 69. Spanish Mister 34. Cruising vessel 
17. Meditation room of a 69. Inert gas 35. Long stories 
Zen monastery 71. Notion 41. Nor's partner 
18. Without 72. It transforms carbon 44. Earache 
19. Third sign of the zodiac dioxide into oxygen 45. Attach by stitches 
21. Organ of hearing 72. Consumes 47. Capital of Swaziland 
22. "Dam!" 49. Meal 
23. Beaver creations DOWN 51. John in England 
25. Vex 1. Chime 53. Postpone 
27. Lifeless 2. Sheltered, nautically 55. Dress often worn by 
31. Almost 3. Ruse Hindu Women 
35. Corp. VIP. briefly 4. Prophetic 56. Old-fashioned exclama-
36. Digits of the foot 5. Bring civil action against tion of surprise 
38. Hawaiian greeting 6. Sea eagle 57. The __ Ranger rode 
39. Caliginous 7. "M*A*S*H" name a ahorse called Silver 
40. Navajo dwelling 8. Former British coin 59. Fermented grape juice 
42. It's not PC 9. Incorrect deal 61. Extent of space 
43. "Farewell !" 10. Chemical used on trees 62. Public disturbance 
46. Leaf of a book 11. Basic currency of Papua 63. Makes brown 
47. Network New Guinea 66. Fish eggs 
48. Mailed communique 12. Kiln for drying hops 
50. Boat having sails 14. Surveying angle 
52. Impressed 20. Arrest 
54. Portico 24. Pry 
See Crossword Puzzle Solution 
on Page 8 
48 
Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com (http://www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission. 
9 6 3 
1 7 8 
2 5 4 
32 33 34 
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THE NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL ARTl,ST COLLECTIVE PRESENTS 
THE STARVING ARTIST 
PART 2 IN A SERIES 
Broken Art: Forgotten Losses in the War on Terror 
By j. Noah Summerfield 
To be sure, the Third Reich participated in more than their fair share of world heritage 
destruction. Their atrocities and crimes against humanity were by no means limited to 
widespread seizures of cultural artifacts. The Nazi party also played a heavy hand 
towards the disappearance of wood synagogues throughout Eastern Europe. 
Wooden synagogues were a common sight in the areas that constitute Poland, 
Lithuania, and Ukraine. They were a central focus of small shtetl communities, serving 
as a place of prayer and assembly. These structures were often signs of the moderate 
wealth that existed in the communities as well as the size of the population. Their loca-
tion relative to the center of town varied. They could be placed opposite the primary 
Catholic Church or stranded on the outskirts next to empty fields. 
The proliferation of such structures took place during the middle of the seventeenth 
century and extended well into the nineteenth. Now, the wooden synagogues that once 
littered the countryside of Poland and Ukraine are gone. Either on account of the dry 
air, pure accident, or a malicious attack, they were easily consumed by flames. Over 
The Artist Reviews: 
Casino Royale 
By Nick Elcock 
The Broccoli family upgrades its Bond franchise into the 21st century with 
"Casino Royale". Daniel Craig, an uber-blond, toughens up the professional 
assassin extraordinaire with a brawny performance under the direction of Martin 
Campbell, who initiated Pierce Brosnan into the role in 1995's Goldeneye. With 
Craig's bold persona, Campbell shapes "Casino Royale" into a serious hard core 
action film. 
The precarious world of international terrorist finance replete with combative 
Sub-Saharan warlords and jet-setting Euro power-mongers serves as the backdrop 
of this Bond. He moves around the globe sniffing out the clues to bring down 
terrorist financier La Chiffre, portrayed by Mads Mikkelsen with brooding 
malevolence. The plot thickens when La Chiffre, for all his cunning, manages to 
bankrupt half the world's organized crime syndicates when he blunders in the 
financial markets. 
Definitely more visceral than the genteelly suave Pierce Brosnan, Craig muscles 
himself into Britain's hit man for Queen and Country with meditative self-
assuredness. But Craig is also equally charming. At the high stakes poker game 
where the fate of the world against terrorism apparently hangs in the balance, 
Craig exudes black-tie charisma as he works the tightly poker faced Le Chiffre, 
whose eyes literally tears with blood as a testament to his villainy. 
There to keep vigil over the Exchequer's bankrolling of Bond's poker bets, 
French actress, Eva Green, keeps the bad boy Bond on his toes. True to Fleming's 
novel, Green, an impressively sensuous Vesper Lynd, eventually has Bond so 
infatuated that at one point he uncharacteristically speaks troubadour doggerel, 
his macho armor temporarily pierced. 
Also starring Jeffrey Wright, as an American CIA agent playing hijinks with his 
British cohort in the brotherhood of Foreign Secrecy, "Casino Royale" pumps 
with action sequences that allow Craig to exercise some of that raw energy he 
channels to Bond. The gadgets are potent but sparingly used, and the gritty chase 
sequence through the ragged streets of Madagascar assures viewers that they are 
in for an intense cinematic experience unlike any previous Bond film. 
This James Bond kills and thrills with explosive urgency, enough to send prop-
er chills down the spine. 
THE ARTIST RECOMMENDS: 
Happy Feet 
Starring Elijah Wood and Robin Williams; 
directed by George Miller. 
The Happy Ending Music and Reading Series 
Hosted by Amanda Stern 
Happy Ending, 302 Broome St (btwn Eldridge & Forsyth) 
Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month 
Admission: Free 
Doors@7pm 
time, the materials would rot due to 
the constant exposure to the elements. 
Hasidic communities rejected the 
intricate ornamentation within the 
sculptures and would neglect the 
buildings. Reform Jews were more 
likely to build newer structures with 
newer materials. Prejudice and 
pogrom restricted the ability for Jewish 
communities to properly invest in the 
local wooden synagogues. Decades of 
fluctuations between Jewish and non-
Jewish groups also denied Jews with 
the incentive to consistently maintain 
such structures. Such history dare I say 
arises out of the natural discourse of 
repetitive neglect over cultural patri-
mony. Such circumstances fall under 
the normal wear and tear of history. 
They are mere contrivances of the 
political and social climate. 
The moments that truly grab the 
world's attention and demand change 
are the violent and atrocious acts that 
alter the state of our world heritage in 
single broad strokes. Battles through-
out the region between the Austro-
Hungarian Empire and Russia during 
World War I resulted in the destruc-
The moments that truly 
grab the world's attention and 
demand change are the violent 
and atrocious acts that alter the 
state of our world heritage in 
single broad strokes. Battles 
throughout the region between 
the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
and Russia during World \\Jar I 
resulted in the destruction of 
nearly every wooden synagogue 
in the region. It is this handful 
that was available far study 
before WWII that provides 
tion of nearly every wooden synagogue most o+ the scholarshin on the 
in the region. It is this handful that 'J T 
was available for study before WWII · cL • 
that provides most of the scholarship synagogues rn rne Tl:gTUn. 
on the synagogues in the region. 
Geoffrey Wigoder found that 'about a hundred wooden synagogues survived' the wear 
and tear of the previous three centuries until the Nazi forces systematically razed every-
thing that was left into the ground. For some buildings, there no longer exists a com-
plete record of its design, features, or appearance. The buildings, the information and 
the culture they represent, are gone. 
It is the more deliberate and hateful manifestations of such destruction that are 
echoed by the Taliban's regretful actions in 2001 when Mullah Omar ordered the 
destruction of all Buddha in Afghanistan. This decree culminated in the demolition of 
the two large standing Buddha in the Bamiyan Valley, easily the most exceptional exam-
ples within Afghani borders. The Taliban's conduct was certainly comparable to that of 
the Nazi's as they marched across Europe. Through two tyrannical powers, the last great 
relics of a beautiful culture were erased in furtherance of a radical ideology. 
Lest I forget, the Nazis were not the only ones to perpetrate terrible cultural atroci-
ties. Recall that the United States dropped two atom bombs on Japan. Is it too bold to 
analogize the Taliban's actions with the atomic bomb drops? Or do the Taliban's actions 
pale in comparison to the sheer magnitude of what the United States executed? 
At the very least, both sides are capable of destroying cultural artifacts. The scope of 
the loss can vary. The circumstances surrounding the destruction are innumerable. The 
motive behind a group's conduct or the cause of societies neglect can shift and sway. If 
the Taliban's dominion over the Buddha in Afghanistan show anything, it's that history 
will repeat itself In the end, the only certainty is that important aspects of our world's 
heritage disappear. 
The Collective is always accepting 
submissions for publication in 
The Starving Artist. 
Submissions should-be sent to 
cwong05@nyls.edu 
or jsummerfield05@nyls.edu. 
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6 3 7 2 1 9 8 4 
5 9 8 4 6 3 2 1 
8 6 1 7 3 5 4 9 
1 4 5 9 2 7 6 8 
Puzzle by websudoku.com 
Sudoku I: 
Easy-Level Solution 
(Continued from Page 3) 
national level. Senator Patrick Leahy (D-
Vf), ranking member on the Judiciary 
Committee, recently introduced legisla-
tion requiring all federally-funded 
research institutions to ensure that 
the drugs they develop are supplied 
to poor countries at the lowest possible 
cost. The Public Research in the 
Public Interest Act of 2006 (S. 4040) 
reflects a growing consensus that univer-
sities have failed to act on an issue 
uniquely within their power. 
"Universities are, before anything else, 
institutions dedicated to the creation 
and dissemination of knowledge in 
the public interest. The Public Research 
in the Public Interest Act of 2006 
is designed in the spirit of that com-
mitment," said Senator Leahy. "I have 
introduced this legislation because the 
leaders of universities have not yet been 
able to come together around a different 
approach. Regardless of how it is 
achieved, I believe that increasing the 
availability of the medical innovations 
that come from publicly-funded research 
centers is a sound solution to a pressing 
global health concern." 
About Universities Allied for 
Essential Medicines 
UAEM is a coalition of over 3 5 student 
chapters across North America dedicated 
to using university action to ameliorate 
the access-to-medicines crisis in developing 
countries. Universities Allied for Essential 
Medicines has a two-fold mission: 
(I) to determine how universities can help 
ensure that biomedical end products, such 
as drugs, are made more accessible in 
poor countries and (2) to increase the 
amount of research conducted on neglected 
diseases, or those diseases predominantly 
affecting people who are too poor to comti-
tute a market attractive to private-sector 
R&D investment. In both cases, universities 
are well-placed to make a difference. 
University scientists are major contributors 
in the drug development pipeline. At 
the same time, universities have an avowed 
commitment to advancing the public good 
As members of these universities, our fanda-
mental goal is to hold them to this commit-
ment. Please see http:!! www. essentialmedi-
cine. org for more information. 
7 6 2 9 3 5 4 1 8 
5 1 4 8 7 6 3 2 9 
9 8 3 4 2 1 7 6 5 
6 9 5 7 1 4 8 3 2 
3 2 1 6 9 8 5 4 7 
4 7 8 3 5 2 6 9 1 
1 5 7 2 4 3 9 8 6 
2 3 6 5 8 9 1 7 4 
8 4 9 1 6 7 2 5 3 
Puzzle by websudoku.com 
Sudoku II: 
Medium-Level Solution 
About the Philadelphia 
Consensus Statement 
The Philadelphia Consemus Statement was 
adopted by Universities Allied for Essential 
Medicines following the 2006 annual 
conference held in early October at the 
University of Penmylvania. Initial sig-
natories include four Nobel laureates, nine 
of the most distinguished professors in 
the field of intellectual property law, and 
international luminaries including 
Stephen Lewis, UN Special Envoy for 
HIV/AIDS in Africa; Zackie Achmat, 
founder of South Africa's Treatment 
Action Campaign; and Jim Yong Kim, 
former Director of the Department 
of HIV/AIDS at the World Health 
Organization. 
The text of the statement and a fall list of 
initial signatories is available online at: 
http:llcomensus. essentialmedicine. org 
About the Public Research in the 
Public Interest Act of 2006 (S.4040) 
This bill would allow generic manufactur-
ers to supply medicines originating from 
federally-funded university innovatiom in 
developing countries at affordable prices. 
Because these licensing terms encourage 
the introduction of reduced-price drugs 
only in markets too poor to otherwise afford 
them, its terms do not threaten intellectual 
property, corporate investments, or profits 
in wealthy nations. Moreover, under the 
proposa4 both pharmaceutical companies 
and universities would receive royalties 
from the sale of generics in developing-
world markets. 
The text ofS.4040 is available online at: 
http:l/frwebgate.access.gp-o.govlcgi-binlget-
doc.cgi?dbname= 109 _cong_bills&docid=f 
s4040is. bet.pd/ 
For more information, contact: Caroline 
Gallantlcaroline.gallant@mail. mcgill. ca 
For details on 
Universities Allied 
for Essential Medicines, 
goto 
http://www.essentialmedicine.org 
2 1 4 9 6 7 8 3 5 
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Put the Action in Your Verbs 
(Continued from Page 4) 
Now consider the revised passage. I've stripped out the buried verbs, changed passive 
constructions to active, and slightly reorganized the ideas: 
In Reich v. Chez Robert, Inc., the court found that an employer must meet three§ 203(m) 
conditions before reducing the employee's tip credit. First, the employer must inform each 
employee that the law imposes a minimum wage. Second, the employer must say what that 
wage is. ft isn't enough for the restaurant to assert vaguely that it has complied with either 
of these requirements; the court will require clear testimony about specific conversations in 
which the employer explained the Act. Third, the employee must actually keep the tips. 
Once the buried verbs and passive constructions are gone, the reader's job gets a lit-
tle easier. Without necessarily knowing why, the reader will have a better impression of 
the writer. 
If you want to be a good writer, you must know how to handle sentence parts. 
Although you can acquire this knowledge only through hard work and constant vig-
ilance, knowing about the two pitfalls discussed here-buried verbs and passive voice-
will take you a long way. 
"Strengthen Your Writing by Trimming Buried Verbs and Passive Voice" by Bryan A. Garner, 
Student Lawyer, Volume 31, No. 9, May 2003. © 2003 by the American Bar Association. 
Reprinted with permission. 
, DATA POINTS 
(Continued from Page 4) 
If strengthened database IPR does in fact become reality in the U.S. as it has in the 
EU, the obvious concern will be the granting of overly-broad protection. Just as overly-
broad patents harm downstream research and innovation by restricting access to neces-
sary technologies and scientific discoveries, so too would excessive protection of data-
bases. The argument has always been that protection of works is necessary to drive inno-
vation. But where the works protected are just as necessary to driving innovation, if not 
more, what should take precedent? 
Strong intellectual property protection and innovation are not mutually exclusive 
of each other. Indeed, separating the two would certainly be a false dichotomy. 
Where, as here, there is a grave potential for abuse that would result in an onerous 
burden on the entire scientific community, it would be irresponsible to create 
policy regarding the former without considering the ramifications upon the 
latter. The Institute for Information Law and Policy here at New York Law School 
has advocated peer review of patent applications to combat the granting of 
overly-broad and non-meritorious patents and Professor Beth Noveck's 
Peer2Patent Initiative is set to be piloted by the US Patent and Trademark Office 
this coming spring. If, as it appears, database IPR is to head down the path of 
protectionism, it may not be too soon to begin contemplating a similar system 
of safeguards. 
Pro Bono Work Helps Students As Much As it Helps Clients 
(Continued from Page I) 
lawyer and just earn as much money as I 
want? Why do I have to give away any of 
my billable time? After all, I suffered 
through law school, I paid for it, and no 
one gave anything to me. 
If you didn't receive scholarships or cash 
gifts for your schooling, this might be an 
understandable attitude, but it's still flawed. 
Being a lawyer is being part of a profession 
that holds the public trust. You can't prac-
tice law unless you are sworn into the bar, 
and a responsibility comes with joining th!J.t 
community. You're allowed to work for 
yourself and earn a fine income, but you 
can't ignore those who need your legal help 
when you have the ability to provide it. 
These principles are widely recognized 
by the members of the legal profession. 
State bars often require pro bono hours 
from lawyers, and even the largest firms 
devote significant resources to helping 
those with limited means. You don't have 
to take on a life of minimal income with 
a public service career in order to be 
involved in pro bono efforts. 
If the pro bono work you do in law 
school is supposed to teach you about the 
value of pro bono in the legal profession, 
you'll want to include pro bono as a topic 
in your job interviews. The ABA Standing 
Committee on Pro Bono and Public 
Service and the Center for Pro Bono have 
prepared a useful student interview guide, 
encouraging job applicants to research 
whether pro bono work will count toward 
a law firm's billable hours requirement, 
whether a partner supervises associate pro 
bono work, and similar questions. 
If your law school doesn't require pro 
bono service, that doesn't mean you are 
barred from pro bono. Your school may 
have a voluntary pro bono program in 
which you can participate. Even better, 
Have a story to report? 
Have any interest 
in journalism? 
Would you like to get 
involved with an interesting 
in-school activity? 
DeNOVO 
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you can do pro bono work on your own 
initiative, with some qualifications. 
Because you're not a lawyer yet, you can't 
provide legal services unless you are 
under the direct supervision of an attor-
ney. But you can contact local legal serv-
ices organizations to provide volunteer 
pro bono assistance to lawyers handling 
those cases, or you can make such 
arrangements with a lawyer in private 
practice. To learn more, consult with 
your school's pro bono coordinator. 
Participating in pro bono activities can 
help you as much as it helps the people 
who receive your services. Through pro 
bono, you'll be working with lawyers who 
can become part of your mentor net-
work, offering references for future job 
applications or steering you toward job 
opportunities. You'll gain insight into 
how legal cases actually are handled, 
which most of law school doesn't teach 
you. You'll also be exposed to different 
areas of practice, which you then can 
evaluate to decide whether you want to 
pursue a legal career in those fields. 
Pro bono work reminds us that we're 
part of a larger community that needs our 
help. By engaging in pro bono in law 
school, you'll get a taste of the rewards of 
doing this work when you become a 
member of the bar. 
To learn more about the variety of pro 
bono programs in law schools through-
out the country, visit the ABNs law 
school pro bono web site at www.abanet. 
org/legalservices/ probono/lawschools. 
"Pro Bono Programs in School Teach the 
Value of Such WOrk in the Legal Profession" 
by Jonathan S. Greene, Student Lawyer, 
Volume 32, No. 8, April 2004. © 2004 by 
the American Bar Association. Reprinted 
with permission. 
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